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(57) ABSTRACT

A communication device is disclosed. The device may be in
particular a radio transmitter and a receiver that can operate
with low power consumption and with improved interference
rejection, therefore particularly suitable for use in low-power
communication systems, such as wireless sensor networks
and wireless body area networks. In one aspect, multiple
frequency tones (carriers) are used to carry information from
the transmitter, such that a RF signal having multiple radio
frequency components is produced and transmitted. In the
receiver, an envelope detector is still the RF down-converter.
After down-converting intermodulation components are
extracted containing amplitude, phase and frequency infor-
mation of the multiple radio frequency components. This
allows the desired signal (the baseband information) to be
distinguished from the carriers and unwanted interference.
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1
COMMUNICATION DEVICE WITH
IMPROVED INTERFERENCE REJECTION
AND A METHOD THEREOF

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/679,975, filed Nov. 16, 2012, which claims pri-
ority under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/577,571 filed on Dec. 19, 2011. Each of
the above applications is hereby incorporated by reference in
its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosed technology relates to a communication
device, and in particular to a radio transmitter and a receiver
that can operate with low power consumption and with
improved interference rejection, therefore particularly suit-
able for use in low-power communication systems, such as
wireless sensor networks and wireless body area networks.

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED
TECHNOLOGY

Realization of low power wireless transceiver is one of the
key challenges in low power wireless sensor network (WSN)
and wireless body area network (WBAN) applications. In
such applications, only limited energy resources are avail-
able. However, it is necessary to maintain long or unlimited
operation time for the radio nodes while maintaining a rea-
sonable performance. As such, low power consumption
becomes one of the most important requirements.

With a stringent power consumption constraint, e.g. sub-
mW, many radios have utilized amplitude modulation and
envelope detection to eliminate the need for accurate, but
power-hungry radio frequency (RF) generators and thus
reducing the power consumption. FIG. 1 shows an architec-
ture of a system 10, having a transmitter 12 and a receiver 14.
The transmitter 12 has a baseband stage (BB) 20 for gener-
ating baseband signals, an up-conversion stage 22 for con-
verting the baseband signals to a radio frequency (RF), and a
transmit antenna 24. The receiver 14 has a receive antenna 40,
a RF band-pass (BP) filter 42, a down-conversion stage 44
including an envelope detector, and a baseband processing
stage 46 for handling the baseband output signal.

However, such architectures suffer from poor phase and
frequency selectivity due to the use of envelope detector as
down-converting means. During down-conversion only the
amplitude information is extracted by the envelope detector
while the carrier frequency and phase information are lost.
Consequently, the receiver is unable to distinguish the carrier
frequency of the input signal and thus making the receivers
vulnerable to interferences. To improve interference rejec-
tions, the RF front-end filter 42 is added in the receiver chain
before the envelope detector. However, due to the limited
Q-factor, it is difficult to realize front-end filters with a nar-
rowband width directly at radio frequency. As a consequence,
in-band interference—the interference not filtered by the
front-end filter—still corrupts the desired signal. Front-end
filters in low-power radio receivers are only suitable for band
selection and within the selected frequency band additional
interference rejection technique is needed to select the
desired signal and attenuate adjacent interference.

An energy-efficient transceiver for wireless sensor net-
works, described in Daly et al, “An Energy-Efficient OOK
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Transceiver for Wireless Sensor Networks”, IEEE Journal of
Solid-State Circuits, vol. 42, No. 5, May 2007, proposes an
architecture using a surface acoustic wave (SAW) filter as a
front-end filter for rejecting the out-of-band interference.
However, typical bandwidth of SAW filter is more than 10
MHz around a central frequency, i.e. 900 MHz. However, the
date-rate for OOK transmission is 200 kbps or lower, i.e. the
channel bandwidth of such transceivers is of only 200 KHz.
In-band interference within the 10 MHz front-end filter band-
width will pass through and degrade the performance of the
receiver.

SUMMARY OF CERTAIN ASPECTS

According to a first aspect of the present disclosure, there is
provided a method for interference rejection in a communi-
cation system comprising a transmitter and a receiver, the
method comprising a) in the transmitter, up-converting a
baseband signal to a radio signal and transmitting the radio
signal, b) in the receiver, receiving the radio signal, filtering
the radio signal by a front-end filter for discarding out-of-
band interference, and down-converting by an envelope
detector, wherein ¢) in the transmitter, up-converting the
baseband signal to the radio signal using at least two fre-
quency tones, thereby modulating the baseband signal with
the at least two frequency tones, producing a radio frequency
signal to be transmitted comprising at least two frequency
signals, and d) in the receiver, further down-converting the
signal provided by the envelope detector, thereby demodulat-
ing the baseband signal using at least one frequency tone, the
at least one frequency tone being related to the frequency
offset of the at least two frequency signals, and filtering the
baseband signal for discarding interference.

In some embodiments, the signal provided by the envelope
detector comprises relative frequency information of the at
least two frequency signals, thereby providing optimal inter-
ference rejection.

By up-converting the baseband signal with more than one
frequency tones, the baseband information is encoded in the
frequency offset (i.e. frequency difference) of these fre-
quency tones. At the receiver side, after the envelope detector,
not only the amplitude information as in conventional enve-
lope detector radios is preserved, but also the phase and
frequency information. By making use of this information,
the desired signal (the baseband information) can be distin-
guished from unwanted interference thereby providing
improved interference rejection. Furthermore, this allows for
relaxing the filter requirements in the receiver.

The selection of the frequency offset is a trade-off problem
between the performance and power consumption of the sys-
tem. For example, if selected too high, the receiver consumes
more power because the intermediate frequency stage needs
to operate at higher frequency, and if too low, the system will
suffer from wideband interference which has comparable
bandwidth as the frequency offset. Thus, this selection of the
frequency offset is defined by the specific application of the
communication system.

In the transmitter, the up-converting of the baseband signal
using at least two frequency tones may be a direct up-conver-
sion of the baseband signal to radio frequency, wherein the at
least two frequency tones are radio frequency tones, and
wherein the frequency offset of the at least two frequency
signals equals the frequency offset of the at least two radio
frequency tones.

In the transmitter, the up-converting of the baseband signal
using at least two frequency tones may be an indirect up-
conversion of the baseband signal to radio frequency, wherein
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one of the at least two frequency tones is an intermediate
frequency tone and the other is a radio frequency tone, and
wherein the frequency offset of the at least two frequency
signals equals twice the frequency of the intermediate fre-
quency tone.

In the receiver, the down-converting of the signal provided
by the envelope detector using at least one frequency tone
may be an indirect down-conversion of the signal to baseband
frequency, wherein the at least one frequency tone is an inter-
mediate frequency tone.

In the transmitter, the direct up-conversion of the baseband
signal to radio frequency may comprise a) generating at least
two radio frequency tones, at least a first radio frequency tone
and a second radio frequency tone, b) up-converting the base-
band signal using the first radio frequency tone and the second
radio frequency tone, thereby generating at least two radio
frequency signals, and ¢) adding the at least two radio fre-
quency signals, thereby generating the radio signal to be
transmitted.

In the transmitter, the indirect up-conversion of the base-
band signal to radio frequency may comprise a) generating at
least one intermediate frequency tone; b) up-converting the
baseband signal using the at least one intermediate frequency
tone, thereby generating at least one intermediate frequency
signal, ¢) generating a radio frequency tone; and d) up-con-
verting the at least one intermediate frequency signal using
the radio frequency tone, thereby generating the radio signal
to be transmitted comprising at least two radio frequency
signals.

In one embodiment, the up-conversion of the baseband
signal to intermediate frequencies is performed in digital
domain.

In the receiver, the indirect down-conversion of the signal
provided by the envelope detector to baseband frequency may
comprise a) generating at least one intermediate frequency
tone; and b) down-converting the signal provided by the enve-
lope detector using the at least one intermediate frequency
tone, thereby extracting the baseband signal.

In another embodiment, in the receiver, the down-conver-
sion of the signal provided by the envelope detector to base-
band frequency comprises digitizing the signal provided by
the envelope detector and down-converting the digitized sig-
nal to a digital baseband signal.

According to a second aspect of the present disclosure,
there is provided a transmitter, comprising an up-converting
stage, for up-converting a baseband signal to a radio signal to
be transmitted, wherein, the up-converting stage comprises at
least two up-conversion modules for up-converting the base-
band signal with at least two frequency tones, thereby pro-
ducing a radio signal to be transmitted comprising at least two
frequency signals.

In one embodiment, the up-converting stage may perform
a direct up-conversion of the baseband signal to radio fre-
quency, wherein the up-converting stage comprises the at
least two up-conversion modules arranged in parallel,
wherein each of the at least two up-conversion modules com-
prises a) a radio frequency generator, for generating a radio
frequency tone, b) an up-converting means, for up-converting
the baseband signal with the radio frequency tone, thereby
generating a radio frequency signal; and ¢) means for adding
the generated radio frequency signals of the at least two
up-conversion modules, to form the radio signal to be trans-
mitted.

In another embodiment, the up-converting stage may per-
form an indirect up-conversion of the baseband signal to radio
frequency, wherein the up-converting stage comprises the at
least two up-conversion modules arranged in series, wherein
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4

one of the at least two up-conversion modules is an interme-
diate up-conversion module comprising an intermediate fre-
quency generator, for generating an intermediate frequency
tone, and an up-converting means, for up-converting the base-
band signal with the intermediate frequency tone, thereby
generating an intermediate frequency signal. The other is a
final up-conversion module comprising a radio frequency
generator, for generating a radio frequency tone, and a final
up-converting means, for further up-converting the interme-
diate frequency signal to the radio signal to be transmitted
comprising at least two radio frequency signals.

In another embodiment, the up-converting stage may per-
form an indirect up-conversion of the baseband signal to radio
frequency, wherein the up-converting stage comprises the at
least two up-conversion modules arranged in series, wherein
one of the at least two up-conversion modules is a digital
intermediate up-conversion module, arranged for receiving
the baseband signal and generating a digital intermediate
frequency signal. The other up-conversion module is a final
up-conversion module comprising a) an radio frequency gen-
erator for generating a radio frequency tone, and b) an ampli-
fier, for receiving the radio frequency tone at a first input and
for receiving the digital intermediate frequency signal at a
second input, thereby generating the radio signal to be trans-
mitted comprising at least two radio frequency signals.

According to a third aspect of the present disclosure, there
is provided a receiver, comprising means for receiving a radio
signal, the radio signal being a baseband signal modulated
with at least two frequency tones, a filtering means for filter-
ing the radio signal, thereby discarding out-of-band interfer-
ence; and a down-converting stage, for down-converting the
radio signal to a baseband signal, the down-converting stage
comprising an envelope detector; wherein, the down-convert-
ing stage further comprises at least one intermediate down-
conversion module for down-converting the signal provided
by the envelope detector to a baseband signal with at least one
frequency tone, thereby extracting the baseband signal con-
tained in the signal provided by the envelope detector.

In some embodiments, the down-converting stage per-
forms an indirect down-conversion for further down-convert-
ing the signal provided by the envelope detector to a baseband
signal, wherein the down-converting stage comprises the at
least one intermediate down-conversion module arranged in
series with the envelope detector and comprising a) an inter-
mediate frequency generator, for generating an intermediate
frequency tone, the intermediate frequency tone being related
to the at least two frequency tones; b) a down-converting
means, for down-converting the signal provided by the enve-
lope detector with the intermediate frequency tone, and
thereby extracting the baseband signal; and c) a filtering
means, for discarding interference.

In another embodiment, the at least one intermediate
down-conversion module is a digital down-conversion mod-
ule, arranged for digitizing the signal provided by the enve-
lope detector and generating a digital baseband signal.

According to a fourth aspect of the present disclosure, there
is provided a communication system comprising at least one
transmitter in accordance with the second aspect, and at least
one receiver in accordance with the third aspect.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the present disclosure, refer-
ence will now be made, by way of example only, to the
accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a conventional radio
transmitter/receiver system.
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FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B illustrate schematic diagrams of a
radio transmitter and a radio receiver system, respectively, in
accordance with different embodiments.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram, illustrating an envelope
detector.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a first radio transmitter, in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 5 is aschematic diagram of a second radio transmitter,
in accordance with embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a third radio transmitter,
in accordance with embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a first radio receiver, in
accordance with embodiment, including an envelope detec-
tor.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a second radio receiver, in
accordance with embodiment, including an envelope detec-
tor.

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of a radio transmitter/re-
ceiver system, in accordance with embodiment, including an
envelope detector.

FIG. 10 shows a flowchart of one embodiment of a method
ofrejecting interference in a communication system compris-
ing a transmitter and a receiver.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN
ILLUSTRATIVE EMBODIMENTS

As mentioned above, front-end filters in a low power
receiver design, using an envelope detector as the RF down-
conversion stage, are typically only suitable for band selec-
tion. Within the selected frequency band, an additional inter-
ference rejection technique is needed to select the desired
signal and to attenuate adjacent frequency interference.

In certain embodiments illustrated here, it is proposed to
use two frequency tones (commonly referred as carriers) to
carry information from the transmitter, such that a RF signal
comprising two radio frequency components (also referred as
signals throughout the text) is produced and transmitted. In
the receiver, an envelope detector is used to downconvert
these two radio frequency components. At the output of the
envelope detector an intermodulation component from the
two frequency components is obtained, which is located at the
frequency offset between the two frequency components. The
intermodulation component contains relative frequency
information between the two frequency components; ampli-
tude, frequency and phase information of the two frequency
components is preserved after the envelope detector. By mak-
ing use of this relative information, the desired signal can be
distinguished from unwanted interference, e.g. from nearby
radio systems operating at similar or the same frequency
band. Therefore, additional interference rejection is achieved.

Compared to a conventional low power on-off keying
(OOK) transceiver, the proposed method requires at least two
signals—at least two carrier tones carrying the same infor-
mation—to be sent by the transmitter. At the receiver side, an
envelope detector is still the RF downconversion stage for the
RF input, which means that no frequency synthesizer or oscil-
lator at RF frequency is needed. The interference rejection of
the disclosed envelope detector based receiver is improved as
amplitude, frequency and phase information is extracted,
with little impact on low power consumption. The extraction
of amplitude, frequency and phase information is achieved as
the relative frequency information between the two frequency
components is preserved after the envelope detector.

FIG. 2 shows the architecture of two systems 10, each
having a transmitter 12 and a receiver 14. The transmitter 12
has a baseband stage (BB) 20, an up-conversion stage 22 for
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6

converting the baseband signal to a radio frequency (RF), and
a transmit antenna 24. The receiver 14 has a receive antenna
40, a RF band-pass (BP) filter 42, a down-conversion stage 44
including an envelope detector and an additional down-con-
version module, for down-converting the RF input signal to
baseband, and a baseband processing stage 46 for handling
the baseband signal.

More specifically, FIG. 2A shows an up-conversion stage
22 having two up-conversion modules M1, M2 connected in
parallel converting the baseband signal directly to RF, while
FIG. 2B shows an up-conversion stage having two up-con-
version modules M1, M2 connected in series converting the
baseband signal first to an intermediate frequency (IF) and
then to RF.

FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B show a down-conversion stage 44
having an intermediate down-conversion module (M3) con-
nected in series with the envelope detector.

As described in more detail below, the transmitter 12 and
receiver 14 can operate with low power, and are therefore
suitable for use in portable devices, in particular in portable
devices that can advantageously contain small batteries or
rely on energy scavengers. To allow bidirectional communi-
cation, a device can contain both a transmitter and a receiver
as described herein, but communication in only one direction
will be described in detail as communication in the opposite
direction is equivalent.

As also described in more detail below, two RF tones are
generated in the transmitter 12, and carry information from
the transmitter 12 to the receiver 14. More specifically, in one
specific embodiment, the transmitter 12 generates two carrier
tones at nominal frequencies o, and w,, with the nominal
difference between these two carrier tones being referred to as
an intermodulation frequency =l s —w,. The baseband
information is used to modulate the frequency, phase or
amplitude of the carrier tones at ., and w,,. Thus, the
baseband information is encoded in the difference between
the two carriers. An optional power amplifier or antenna
driver delivers the two tone RF signal to the antenna for
transmission to the receiver 14.

A modulation can be achieved by generating a frequency
signal from the baseband information. Thus, using e.g. ampli-
tude modulation, a digital “1” can be used to generate a signal
at the desired frequency, while a digital “0” can be used to set
the frequency signal to zero. Using phase modulation, a digi-
tal “1” can be used to generate a signal at the desired fre-
quency with a certain phase, while a digital “0” can be used to
generate a signal with the same frequency but with a different
phase. Using frequency modulation, a digital “1”” can be used
to generate a signal at one desired frequency, while a digital
“0” can be used to generate a signal at a slightly different
frequency.

In the proposed implementation, the baseband information
modulates one of the properties of the multiple carrier tones,
as follows. For example, the amplitude of the carriers can be
a function of the baseband information, so that when ‘0’ is
transmitted, the carrier tones have lower amplitude or no
amplitude, and when ‘1” is transmitted, the carrier tones have
higher amplitude. Also the baseband information can be
embedded to the frequency offset between these carrier tones,
in a way that when ‘0’ is transmitted, the carrier tones have
smaller frequency spacing, and when ‘1’ is transmitted, the
carrier tones have larger frequency spacing. In addition, the
baseband information can be embedded to the phase differ-
ence between these carrier tones as well. This means when ‘0’
is transmitted, the carrier tones have the same phase, and
when ‘1° is transmitted, the carrier tones have different
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phases. Similar techniques can be applied when more than
tones are used to carry the baseband information.

As described above FIG. 2A shows a direct up-conversion
of the baseband information directly to RF frequency. In this
case, any of the three different modulations can be used
(amplitude, frequency or phase). For indirect up-conversion
(FIG. 2B), however, the first up-conversion can be any one of
the three types of modulation, while the second up-conver-
sion used to generate the RF signal is using an amplitude
modulation. Thus, whichever modulation technique (has
been used to generate the RF signal, the intermediate fre-
quency signal is used as the envelope of the carriers.

In one embodiment, the low power receiver 14 can consist
of an RF front-end filter 42, an optional RF amplifier (not
shown in the figure), a down-conversion stage 44, comprising
an envelope detector ED and an intermediate down-conver-
sion module M3 and a baseband stage 46. The received RF
signal (comprising the two frequency components) is filtered
by the front-end filter so that out-of-band interference is sup-
pressed. Then the signal may be amplified and fed to the
envelope detector. The envelope detector down-converts the
RF signal. The envelope detector is implemented with
devices having even-order non-linearity. In general, the 274
order non-linearity is usually dominant, and thus the envelope
detector can be modeled as a squarer, which multiplies the RF
input by itself, and a low-pass filter, which eliminates the
high-frequency components of the squared signal.

FIG. 3 shows a generic model of an envelope detector
which is represented as a multiplier (102) and a low-pass filter
(104). An RF input signal is received at an input terminal 100,
and passed to one input of a multiplier 102. The same signal
is passed to the other input of the multiplier 102, so that the
multiplier has the effect of multiplying the input signal by
itself, i.e. squaring it. Thus, if the RF input signal is denoted
by x, the output signal y=k.x?, where k is a scaling factor
related to the circuit property of the envelope detector. The
output from the multiplier 102 is passed to the low pass filter
104.

As described above, certain embodiments relate to systems
in which the transmitter generates a RF signal comprising two
frequency components (w., and w.,). The RF input to the
envelope detector can be written as:

x¥=Agg, cos(c i+, )+4pp; COS(W t+,),

where Azz, and Ay, are the amplitudes of the two com-
ponents at w., and w, which e.g. may represent the base-
band information carried by these two carrier tones, and ¢,
and ¢, are the respective phases of these two components.

Then, the resulting signal from the multiplier 102 of the
envelope detector is:

Y =k-x* = k-(Agpicos(we T+ ¢1) + Apprcos(@erl = ¢2)) =
k- (A};Blcosz(wclt +¢1)+ A%Bzcosz(wczt + @)+

2- Appi - App2cos(we? + @1 ) - cOS(wWeal + 2)) =

1, L,
k- [(EABBI + EABBI cos2weit + 2¢; )) +

1., 1.,
(EABBZ + EABBZ -cos(2weat + 2(,02)) +

App1 App2cos(Wei I+ Wl + @1 +¢2) +

Appg1 App2c0s(We I — Wl + @1 — ¢2)
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It can therefore be seen that the signal at the output of the
envelope detector contains frequency components at DC fre-
quency and at the RF frequencies 2 w., and 2 w,,, and
intermodulation components at (0q+W ) and (V- )
frequency, wherein the desired component is the intermodu-
lation component at the lower frequency:

kA pp  App, COS(W g+ r), Where w=0 ¢, ~0¢; and
P12,

which contains relative Information about the amplitude,
frequency and phase of the two frequency components (w,
and @ ).

The low pass filter 104 shown in FIG. 3 removes the RF
components which may saturate the subsequent blocks ofthe
receiver. Its cut-off frequency is defined to be higher than
frequency of the desired component (w;=0,,-®,). The
frequency components located at either DC and RF frequen-
cies may be removed by, for example, substituting the LPF
with a band-pass filter (BPF) or by using an additional BPF at
the output of the envelope detector, with a passband centered
at the intermodulation frequency w - may be used. For clarity,
in the description and figures, a separate BPF has been used.

The use of an envelope detector for down-converting (de-
modulating) an RF signal, comprising two frequency compo-
nents both carrying the same information, results in extrac-
tion of an intermediate signal with an intermodulation
frequency carrying relative frequency information of the two
frequency components. This relative frequency information
helps to distinguish between the desired signal and any inter-
ference that may be present. If an interfering signal appears
together with the two RF components at the input of the
envelope detector, unwanted intermodulation components
will also be generated at the output of the envelope detector.
These unwanted intermodulation components are located at
the offset frequencies between the interference and RF com-
ponents, and as long as they do not overlap with the desired
intermodulation frequency component, the desired signal can
still be distinguished. The usage of an envelope detector as the
first downconverting stage for the RF input implies that it is
not necessary to provide a frequency synthesizer or oscillator
atthe RF frequency. As the uniqueness of the intermodulation
frequency is preserved, the interference rejection remains
high.

The proposed design therefore allows for relaxing the
requirements of the filters used in the receiver. For example,
a conventional RF front-end filter may be used. Additionally,
the filters located between the down-conversion stages (not
shown) and at the input of the baseband path of the receiver
may as well have relaxed filter requirements as the desired
signal may be isolated (separated) from unwanted frequency
components and interferences as their frequencies do not
overlap.

In the receiver, a passive front-end filter may be used to
remove out-of-band interference, and the two RF components
can be self-mixed by the envelope detector.

At the output of the envelope detector, a band-pass filter
may be used to remove the unwanted frequency components
at DC and higher frequencies, while passing through the
desired intermodulation component (IF). To obtain the base-
band information, the IF component is further processed by
downconverting it either in the analog domain or digital
domain.

The output signal of the envelope detector (SED) contains
the desired intermodulation component at the frequency off-
set of the two frequency components, i.e. ®,z=® ~; —® . This
signal may be amplified and band-pass filtered, so that only
the IF signal (component) is kept while the other frequency
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components attenuated. The signal around DC frequency
may also be discarded, or it can be optionally used as the
desired signal if there is no interference present; in this spe-
cific case the receiver will operate as a conventional envelope
detector radio.

The IF signal (located at w;) is then downconverted by a
(quadrature) mixer M3 to baseband around DC frequency.
Since m, can be chosen to be much lower than the carrier
frequencies, for example below 10 MHz, accurate frequency
references at w - are available with low power consumption.
For example, a crystal oscillator can be used directly as the
local oscillator, which results in excellent frequency stability
and phase noise/jitter performance.

At the output of the IF down-converting stage, a low pass
filter (not shown in FIG. 2) may be used to remove unwanted
signals at frequencies higher than the baseband bandwidth.
For narrowband applications, the baseband bandwidth is nar-
row, which enables the use of higher-order filters with low
power consumption. The output of the baseband low-pass
filter can be used to demodulate the original baseband bits,
either in the analog domain or the digital domain.

FIG. 4 is a more detailed block schematic diagram, show-
ing one embodiment of the transmitter 12.

In this embodiment, the up-conversion stage 22 includes
two RF frequency generators 26, 28 (also commonly referred
as oscillators or local oscillators), each generating a single RF
tone at a respective frequency w.,, ®.,. Baseband informa-
tion is generated in the baseband processing block 20, and is
passed to two mixers 30, 32. In the mixer 30, baseband infor-
mation is imposed on the RF tone at w,, producing a first RF
signal having only one frequency component having a fre-
quency characteristic as shown by the reference numeral 34,
while, in the mixer 32, baseband information is imposed on
the RF tone at w.,, producing a second RF signal, again
having only one frequency component with a frequency char-
acteristic as shown by the reference numeral 36.

The two RF signals 30, 32 are then combined in an adder 38
to form a RF signal to be transmitted, as shown by the refer-
ence numeral 40. This RF signal has components at the two
separate frequencies w., and w.,, where the difference
between these frequencies (or their frequency offset) is
referred to as intermodulation frequency w ~lwo -0l In
other words, the frequency offset between the RF tones, and
consequently, the frequency offset between the RF signals is
equivalent to the intermodulation frequency. In some embodi-
ments, the frequencies w, and ., might be in the region of
500 MHz-5 GHz, and the intermodulation frequency w;-
might be in the region of 1 MHz-100 MHz.

The two carriers may be modulated with the phase, fre-
quency or amplitude information of the baseband signal. The
summation of the two modulated RF tones (30, 32), i.e. the
RF signal (40), results in encoding the baseband information
in the frequency offset of those two RF signals (30, 32).

The combined signal may be then passed to a power ampli-
fier 42, and then to an antenna 24 for transmission.

In this embodiment, it is advantageous for the eventual
receiver if the intermodulation frequency - is known pre-
cisely. In order to achieve this, the two oscillators 26, 28 need
to be synchronized. For example, the two oscillators can be
phase locked by respective phase locked loops (PLLs). Cir-
cuit and algorithm that synchronize the frequencies and
phases of the two oscillators are also needed in the baseband
processor 20.

This transmitter architecture is flexible, in that sense that if
one of the oscillators 26, 28 is switched off the transmitter will
work as a conventional radio transmitter.
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In addition, it is possible to add another RF signal path (i.e.
an additional oscillator and a mixer), by generating a signal at
athird frequency (w5 ) and encoding the data to be transmit-
ted in the frequency, phase, or amplitude of that third RF
carrier, and thus producing a RF signal comprising three RF
components carrying the same information.

FIG. 5 is another detailed block schematic diagram, show-
ing an alternative embodiment of the transmitter 12.

In this embodiment, a local oscillator 50 generates a fre-
quency tone at an intermediate frequency o, . This tone is
passed to one of the inputs of a mixer 54.

The baseband processor 20 generates baseband informa-
tion, as shown by the reference numeral 60, and passes it to
the other input of the mixer 54. The mixer 54 up-converts the
baseband data to intermediate frequency by mixing the base-
band data with the IF tone. This process of up-converting or
modulation encodes the baseband information from the base-
band processor 20 in the IF tone, such that at the output of the
mixer 54 an IF signal at o frequency is produced.

In frequency domain, this signal contains two frequency
components at +/—0;z 7, as shown by reference numeral 62.

Similarly, as in the previous embodiment illustrated in FIG.
4, the baseband information may be embedded in the inter-
mediate frequency tone, using phase, frequency or amplitude
modulation, that is by adapting the frequency, phase or ampli-
tude of the frequency tone according to the baseband infor-
mation.

The intermediate frequency signal, i.e. the modulated IF
tone, is then passed to a second mixer 66, which also receives
a RF tone at the carrier frequency w;, from a RF local
oscillator 68.

The second mixer 66, which is a double-sideband mixer,
up-converts the IF signal to RF frequency and outputs a RF
signal containing components at (® ,+® 5, 7x) and at (0, o~
7 %), as shown by the reference numeral 70.

The output of the second mixer 66 is then passed to an
optional power amplifier 72, and then to the antenna 24 for
transmission.

This architecture therefore has the advantage that there is
only one RF oscillator instead of two as in FIG. 4, which
reduces the power consumption. Moreover, there is no need
of synchronization between the IF and RF local oscillators
since the relationship between the two RF components in the
RF signal is derived from the IF signal. As long as the phase
and frequency of the IF signal are accurate, the frequency and
phase offset between the two RF components are also accu-
rate.

FIG. 6 is another detailed block schematic diagram, show-
ing an alternative embodiment of the transmitter 12.

In this embodiment, a baseband processor 20 generates
baseband information, for example as shown by the reference
numeral 88, and passes it to a digital IF generation block 90.
The digital IF generation block 90, first digitizes the baseband
signal and then up-converted. The IF generation block 90 runs
at a higher clock frequency than the frequency of the base-
band signal, and so it generates a digital IF signal containing
one IF component at intermediate frequency at w7 Illus-
trated in frequency domain, this IF component contains two
components at +/-wz 7, as shown by reference numeral 92.

A local oscillator 80 generates a RF tone at a frequency
®; o as shown by the reference numeral 82. This carrier tone
is passed to a direct modulation power amplifier 84, which
receives the digital IF signal at its control input, which is used
to modulate the RF carrier tone. The direct modulation power
amplifier 84 modulates the radio frequency tone with the IF
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signal and produces an amplified RF signal with components
at (0 o+0p ) and at (0, =z 1), as shown by the refer-
ence numeral 94.

This signal is then passed to the antenna 24 for transmis-
sion.

In this embodiment, as the IF signal generation is in the
digital domain and only one RF oscillator is used, the need of
phase locked circuitry is avoided, which greatly reduces the
analogue circuitry and hence the total power consumption.
Further, since the IF frequency is relatively low (e.g. several
megahertz), the generation of the IF tone is more flexible,
since digital circuits can be reconfigured and reprogrammed
if needed.

Asdescribed above, certain embodiments encode the base-
band data in the difference, i.e. frequency offset, between the
two RF components in the RF signal to be transmitted.

This specific up-converting scheme, i.e. up-converting the
baseband information with two frequency tones, allows, in
the receiver, an envelope detector to be used for downconver-
sion of the RF signal, which not only extracts the amplitude
information from an RF input signal but also preserve the
frequency and phase difference between the two frequency
tones carrying the baseband information. Consequently, this
improves the differentiation of the desired signal (i.e. the
baseband information) from the carrier and present interfer-
ence.

FIG. 7 illustrates one embodiment of a receiver 14 operat-
ing in accordance with this principle.

In the receiver of FIG. 7, an antenna 40 detects a RF signal,
and passes it through a RF bandpass filter 42 to remove the
out-of-band interference. The passband of the bandpass filter
42 is set such that the output of the bandpass filter 42 is a
signal as indicated by the reference numeral 114, with RF
components: at w; and at we, or at (W o+wzz 1y) and at
(wyo=Wz 1y) depending on the specific transmitter imple-
mentation, shown in FIG. 4, and FIGS. 5 and 6, respectively.
This signal is passed to an optional low noise RF amplifier
(LNA) 116, and the amplified signal is passed to the down-
conversion stage 44, and specifically to an envelope detector
118, which may take the form of a squaring device as
described above.

As also described above, the envelope detector 118 pro-
duces an output signal containing components at DC fre-
quency, at RF frequencies 2.w, and 2.w, and at intermodu-
lation  frequencies (01 +0 )70 o+ W 7)) H O o~
Wp )= 2010 and (0o =0 )T (0ot )~ (0L 0m
Wyp 1)~ 2.0 pp 1y

This output signal (SED) may be passed to a bandpass filter
120 with a passband centered at 2.w 7, so that only the
component at the lower intermediate frequency, i.e.
0=2.0 v passes through the filter, while the DC and RF
components are rejected, as shown by the reference numeral
122. The bandpass filter 120 also attenuates intermodulation
signals generated by interfering signals at other RF frequen-
cies, as those intermodulation signals will be located at dif-
ferent frequencies from the desired intermediate frequency
signal (;=2.077 7).

The envelope detector 118 performs down-conversion of
the RF input signal to an intermediate frequency and together
with the filter 120 form the RF down-conversion module. This
greatly simplifies the circuitry in RF stage, and hence the
power consumption. The intermediate frequency signal is
passed to an optional IF amplifier 124, and the amplified
signal is passed to an intermediate frequency down-conver-
sion module.

The output signal of the amplifier 124 is passed to a mixer
128. A local oscillator 132 generates a local oscillator tone at
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the intermodulation frequency ®;=2.0z 7y, and this is
passed to a second input of the mixer 128.

An accurate frequency reference is required for the local
oscillator 132, for example a phase locked loop (PLL) or a
crystal oscillator may be used. Since the intermodulation
frequency tone to be generated is much lower than the RF
frequencies, e.g. 10 MHz, the intermediate down-conversion
module (comprising the local oscillator 132) does not have a
large adverse impact on the power consumption of the
receiver.

The mixer 128 downconverts the intermodulation signal to
baseband, as shown by the reference sign 140, by mixing the
intermodulation signal with the local oscillator tone. The
baseband signal is passed through a low-pass filter 136 to
remove the higher frequency mixer output components. As
shown by the reference numeral 140, these allow the DC
component (i.e. baseband information) to be passed to the
baseband processing block 46.

As described above, the information transmitted to the
receiver 14 can be embedded in the transmitted signals by
phase modulation, frequency modulation, or amplitude
modulation of the carriers. Thus, the intermediate down-con-
version module is adapted to extract this information from the
intermediate frequency component generated by the band-
pass filter 120, using conventional techniques for demodulat-
ing signals that have been phase, frequency or amplitude
modulated.

FIG. 8 illustrates another embodiment of a receiver 14
operating in accordance with the same principle.

In the receiver of FIG. 8, an antenna 40 detects the RF
signals, and passes them through a RF bandpass filter 42 to
remove the out-of-band interference. The passband of the
bandpass filter 42 is set such that the two transmitted signals
atw., and o, with a frequency offset of w =0, —®w,, can
be passed through, as indicated by the reference numeral 154.

This RF signal is passed to an optional low noise RF
amplifier (LNA) 156, and the amplified signal is passed to the
down-conversion stage 44, and specifically to an envelope
detector 158, which may take the form of a squaring device as
described above.

As also described above, the envelope detector 158 pro-
duces an output signal (SED) containing components at DC
frequency, at RF frequencies 2.0, and 2.mw.,, as well as
intermediate frequencies at (0o +0 ) and (W —wey)-

This output signal is then passed to a bandpass filter 162
with its passband centered at w;z~(®w ;-0 ), so that only the
intermediate component at the lower frequency (0. ;-®,)
passes through the filter, while the DC and higher frequency
components are rejected, as shown by the reference numeral
164. The envelope detector 158 and the optional filter 162
thus perform a first downconversion of the RF signal to an
intermediate frequency. The intermediate frequency signal is
passed to an optional amplifier 166.

In this embodiment, the intermediate frequency signal is
not further downconverted by a mixer using a local oscillator
tone at intermediate frequency, but is directly digitized by an
analog-digital converter (ADC) 168. The digital output of the
ADC 168 is passed to digital IF processing logic 170, which
extracts the baseband information from the digitized interme-
diate signal, using conventional techniques for demodulating
digital signals that have been phase, frequency or amplitude
modulated. Thus, the downconversion of the intermediate
signal to baseband is performed in digital domain and not in
analogue as in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7.

Since the intermediate down-conversion is performed in
digital domain, the analogue circuitry has lower complexity;
there is no local oscillator, no mixer nor a narrow bandwidth
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low-pass filter. Therefore, the size of the receiver chip is
reduced. Furthermore, the digital IF down-conversion pro-
vides more flexibility that an analogue one, because the digi-
tal circuits can be easily programmed to support different
modulation, data-rate, etc.

The embodiments illustrated above use two frequency
tones (carriers), with the information to be transmitted being
embedded in the difference between these two signals. The
same technique can be expanded to the use of a multiple
carriers, so that (i) the transmitted RF signal comprises mul-
tiple frequency components, and (ii) multiple intermodula-
tion frequency components can be obtained after envelope
detection. These intermodulation components can be pro-
cessed to obtain improved interference rejection, although
this is at the cost of increase complexity and power consump-
tion.

FIG. 9 is a block schematic diagram of a transmitter 12 and
receiver 14 operating in this way.

In this embodiment, a first local oscillator 180 generates a
tone at a first intermediate frequency w,. This signal is
passed to one input of a first mixer 182.

The baseband processor 20 generates baseband informa-
tion, for example as shown by the reference numeral 184, and
passes it to the other input of the mixer 182.

The output of the first mixer 182 is a signal that contains
only one frequency component at a first intermediate fre-
quency (®z, ), which in frequency domain contains two com-
ponents at +/-w,,, as shown by reference numeral 186.
Thus, the baseband information is embedded in this first
intermediate frequency signal, using phase, frequency or
amplitude modulation.

A second local oscillator 188 generates a tone at a second
intermediate frequency w;,, which in this embodiment is
higher than the first intermediate frequency w,, . This second
intermediate frequency tone is passed to one input of a second
mixer 190. The first intermediate frequency signal at w, is
passed to the other input of the mixer 190. Thus, the mixer 190
generates a second intermediate frequency signal, with com-
ponent at ®;z>,=(W 7 0x+® ;71 ), Which in frequency domain
comprises components at (o z»+/—W;z; ) and (—m g+ -0z, )
frequencies, as shown by the reference numeral 192.

The second intermediate frequency signal located at w, is
then passed to a final mixer 194, which also receives a tone at
the intended carrier frequency w, , from a RF local oscillator
196.

Thus, the final mixer 194 performs up-conversion of the
second intermediate signal to radio frequency, wherein the
output of the mixer 194 contains components at (w; o+ -+
Wy )> AL (O o+ O =Wy ), AL (DL 5= O o+ 0y ) and att (@0 o=
W 2—W ;e ) @s shown by the reference numeral 198.

The output of the final mixer 194 is then passed to an
optional power amplifier 200, and then to the antenna 24 for
transmission.

In the receiver of FIG. 9, an antenna 40 detects the RF
signal, and passes it through a RF bandpass filter 42 to remove
the out-of-band interference. The passband of the bandpass
filter 42 is set such that the output of the bandpass filter 42 is
a signal as indicated by the reference numeral 210, with
components at (07 ,+W e+ W7z )y at (07 o+Oz—Wpp ), at
(07 =W+ ) and at (0 ,—Wpzr—m7 ). This signal is
passed to an optional low noise RF amplifier (LNA) 212, and
the amplified signal is passed to the down-conversion stage
44, and specifically to an envelope detector 220, which may
take the form of a squaring device as described above.

In this case, as can be derived from the analysis above, the
envelope detector 220 produces an output signal containing
components at DC frequency, at various RF frequencies, and
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at intermodulation frequencies at RF frequency, i.e. (2.0; ),
Q.0;o%2.07), Qw;,*2.0;,), but also produces inter-
modulation components at lower intermodulation frequen-
cies (2.0z5=2.07 ) and (2.0 +2 .07 ), as shown by refer-
ence numeral 214. The envelope detector 220 thus performs a
downconversion to a first intermediate frequency.

The output (SED) of the envelope detector 220 is passed to
an optional intermediate frequency amplifier 222, and then to
a first down-conversion mixer 224, which receives a tone at a
frequency 2.w,, from a local oscillator 226. This produces a
down-converted signal at second intermediate frequency
lower than the first intermediate frequency, i.e. at 2.w,z;, as
shown by reference numeral 228.

This down-converted signal 228 is passed to a second
down-conversion mixer 230, which receives a tone at a fre-
quency 2.m, from a local oscillator 232, wherein 2.m,,, is
lower than 2.w . This produces a down-converted signal at
baseband, as shown by reference numeral 234.

The output signal of the down-converting stage 44 is
passed to a bandpass filter 236 to remove interference at
higher frequencies. The filtered DC component (i.e. baseband
information) is then passed to the baseband processing block
46.

As described above, the information transmitted to the
receiver 14 can be embedded in the transmitted signals upon
their phase, frequency, or amplitude. Similarly, to the previ-
ously described embodiments, the requirements on the front-
end filter 42, on the low-pass filter 236, and on the filters
located in between the intermediate down-conversion stages
(not shown in the figure) may be relaxed.

In conclusion, the proposed radio architecture enables in-
band interference rejection for envelope detector based
receivers without losing their simplicity and low power con-
sumption.

There is therefore disclosed a radio architecture that pro-
vides good frequency selectivity and interference rejection
performance, while using an envelope detector to provide the
RF downconverting stage in the receiver, so that an accurate
RF frequency reference is not required and the simplicity in
the RF front-end of the receiver is ensured.

FIG. 10 shows a flowchart of one embodiment of a method
ofrejecting interference in acommunication system compris-
ing a transmitter and a receiver. Starting at a block 102, the
method 100 includes, in the transmitter, up-converting a base-
band signal to a radio signal by modulating the baseband
signal with at least two frequency tones and producing the
radio signal comprising at least two frequency signals. Next at
a block 104, the method includes transmitting the radio sig-
nal. Moving to block 106, the method includes, in the
receiver, receiving the radio signal. Next at block 108, the
method includes, in the receiver, filtering the radio signal by
a front-end filter for discarding out-of-band interference.
Moving to block 112, the method includes, in the receiver,
down-converting the filtered radio signal with an envelope
detector. Next at block 114, the method includes, in the
receiver, further down-converting the signal provided by the
envelope detector, thereby demodulating the baseband signal
using at least one frequency tone, the at least one frequency
tone being related to the frequency offset of the at least two
frequency signals. Moving to block 116, the method includes,
in the receiver, filtering the baseband signal for discarding
interference.

The foregoing description details certain embodiments of
the invention. It will be appreciated, however, that no matter
how detailed the foregoing appears in text, the invention may
be practiced in many ways. It should be noted that the use of
particular terminology when describing certain features or
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aspects of the invention should not be taken to imply that the
terminology is being re-defined herein to be restricted to
including any specific characteristics of the features or
aspects of the invention with which that terminology is asso-
ciated.

While the above detailed description has shown, described,
and pointed out novel features of the invention as applied to
various embodiments, it will be understood that various omis-
sions, substitutions, and changes in the form and details of the
device or process illustrated may be made by those skilled in
the technology without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion. The scope of the invention is indicated by the appended
claims rather than by the foregoing description. All changes
which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of
the claims are to be embraced within their scope.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of rejecting interference in a communication
system comprising a transmitter and a receiver, the method
comprising:

in the transmitter:

up-converting a baseband signal to a radio signal by
modulating the baseband signal with at least two fre-
quency tones and producing the radio signal compris-
ing at least two frequency signals;

transmitting the radio signal;

in the receiver:

receiving the radio signal;

filtering the radio signal by a front-end filter for discard-
ing out-of-band interference;

down-converting the filtered radio signal with an enve-
lope detector;

further down-converting the signal provided by the
envelope detector, thereby demodulating the base-
band signal using at least one frequency tone, the at
least one frequency tone being related to the fre-
quency offset of the at least two frequency signals;
and

filtering the baseband signal for discarding interference.

2. The method for interference rejection in a communica-
tion system according to claim 1, wherein the signal provided
by the envelope detector comprises relative frequency infor-
mation of the at least two frequency signals thereby providing
optimal interference rejection.

3. The method for interference rejection in a communica-
tion system according to claim 1, wherein in the transmitter,
the up-converting of the baseband signal using the at least two
frequency tones is a direct up-conversion of the baseband
signal to radio frequency, wherein the at least two frequency
tones are radio frequency tones, and wherein the frequency
offset of the at least two frequency signals equals the fre-
quency offset of the at least two radio frequency tones.

4. The method for interference rejection in a communica-
tion system as claimed in claim 3, wherein in the transmitter,
the direct up-conversion of the baseband signal to radio fre-
quency comprises:

generating at least two radio frequency tones including a

first radio frequency tone and a second radio frequency
tone;

up-converting the baseband signal using the first radio

frequency tone and the second radio frequency tone,
thereby generating at least two radio frequency signals;
and

adding the at least two radio frequency signals, thereby

generating the radio signal to be transmitted.

5. The method for interference rejection in a communica-
tion system according to claim 1, wherein in the transmitter,
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the up-converting of the baseband signal using at least two
frequency tones is an indirect up-conversion of the baseband
signal to radio frequency, wherein one of the at least two
frequency tones is an intermediate frequency tone and the
other is a radio frequency tone, and wherein the frequency
offset of the at least two frequency signals equals twice the
frequency of the intermediate frequency tone.

6. The method for interference rejection in a communica-
tion system as claimed in claim 5, wherein in the transmitter,
the indirect up-conversion of the baseband signal to radio
frequency comprises:

generating at least one intermediate frequency tone;

up-converting the baseband signal using the at least one

intermediate frequency tone, thereby generating at least
one intermediate frequency signal;

generating a radio frequency tone; and

up-converting the at least one intermediate frequency sig-

nal using the radio frequency tone, thereby generating
the radio signal to be transmitted comprising at least two
radio frequency signals.

7. The method for interference rejection in a communica-
tion system as claimed in claim 6, wherein the up-converting
of the baseband signal using the at least one intermediate
frequency tone is performed in digital domain.

8. The method for interference rejection in a communica-
tion system according to claim 1, wherein in the receiver, the
down-converting of the signal provided by the envelope
detector using at least one frequency tone is an indirect down-
conversion of the signal to baseband frequency, wherein the at
least one frequency tone is an intermediate frequency tone.

9. The method for interference rejection in a communica-
tion system as claimed in claim 8, wherein in the receiver, the
indirect down-conversion of the signal provided by the enve-
lope detector to baseband frequency comprises:

generating at least one intermediate frequency tone; and

down-converting the signal provided by the envelope

detector using the at least one intermediate frequency
tone, thereby extracting the baseband signal.

10. The method for interference rejection in a communica-
tion system as claimed in claim 8, wherein in the receiver, the
down-conversion of the signal provided by the envelope
detector to baseband frequency comprises digitizing the sig-
nal provided by the envelope detector and down-converting
the digitized signal to a digital baseband signal.

11. A transmitter comprising:

an up-converting stage configured to up-convert a base-

band signal to a radio signal to be transmitted, the up-
converting stage comprising at least two up-conversion
modules configured to up-convert the baseband signal
with at least two frequency tones, thereby producing a
radio signal to be transmitted comprising at least two
frequency signals, wherein the up-converting stage per-
forms an indirect up-conversion of the baseband signal
to radio frequency, and wherein the up-converting stage
comprises:
the at least two up-conversion modules arranged in
series, wherein one of the at least two up-conversion
modules is an intermediate up-conversion module
comprising:
an intermediate frequency generator configured to
generate an intermediate frequency tone;
an up-converting unit configured to up-convert the
baseband signal with the intermediate frequency
tone, thereby generating an intermediate frequency

signal;
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and the other is a final up-conversion module compris-
ing:
a radio frequency generator, for generating a radio
frequency tone; and
a final up-converting unit configured to further up-
convert the intermediate frequency signal to the
radio signal to be transmitted comprising at least
two radio frequency signals.
12. A transmitter comprising:
an up-converting stage configured to up-convert a base-
band signal to a radio signal to be transmitted, the up-
converting stage comprising at least two up-conversion
modules configured to up-convert the baseband signal
with at least two frequency tones, thereby producing a
radio signal to be transmitted comprising at least two
frequency signals, wherein the up-converting stage per-
forms an indirect up-conversion of the baseband signal
to radio frequency, wherein the up-converting stage
comprises the at least two up-conversion modules
arranged in series, wherein one of the at least two up-
conversion modules is a digital intermediate up-conver-
sion module, and wherein the other up-conversion mod-
ule is a final up-conversion module, comprising:
an radio frequency generator configured to generate aradio
frequency tone; and
an amplifier configured to receive the radio frequency tone
at a first input and to receive the digital intermediate
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frequency signal at a second input, thereby generating

the radio signal to be transmitted comprising at least two

radio frequency signals.

13. A communication system comprising:

at least one transmitter comprising an up-converting stage
configured to up-convert a baseband signal to a radio
signal to be transmitted, the up-converting stage com-
prising at least two up-conversion modules configured to
up-convert the baseband signal with at least two fre-
quency tones, thereby producing a radio signal to be
transmitted comprising at least two frequency signals;
and

at least one receiver comprising:

a receiving unit configured to receive a radio signal, the
radio signal being a baseband signal modulated with
at least two frequency tones;

a filtering unit configured to filter the radio signal,
thereby discarding out-of-band interference; and

a down-converting stage configured to down-convert the
radio signal to a baseband signal, the down-convert-
ing stage comprising an envelope detector and at least
one intermediate down-conversion module config-
ured to down-convert the signal provided by the enve-
lope detector to a baseband signal with at least one
frequency tone, thereby extracting the baseband sig-
nal contained in the signal provided by the envelope
detector.
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